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This Week

I had a rather unpleasant Friday evening when I noticed that none of the charts had been generated. One
after another, the charting programs had crashed as soon as they got started. To make things worse, I 
had no idea what was causing the problem. 

The set of programs that work together to update the website each evening are comprised of about 25-30
thousand lines of code, so figuring out why the charting routines are suddenly crashing for no apparent 
reason is pretty challenging. After working on the problem Friday night until after midnight (and getting 
nowhere), I gave up and went to bed.

By noon on Saturday I decided I had better go with the available charts and get to work on the weekly 
analysis. So most of the charts in this week's report end on December 31st. In other words, they are one 
day short. In most cases, the data from Friday is inconsequential. Only ITA, PAVE, and SMH had above 
average volume and slope greater than the SPX, and I did my analysis of those three using charts on 
stockcharts.com to see that final Friday.

On this week's analysis pages, if the data ends on Wednesday, the page will say, "End of Year". If the 
data includes Friday, the page will say, "Jan 2".

As soon as I send this week's analysis out, I will go back to trying to find out what is making my charting 
software crash.

–            –            –            –            –            –            –            –            –            –     

 JC Parets presents a strong case that this bull market has not reached its zenith yet.

In late December, he pointed out that XLF, the financial sector fund, made a new all-time high. On the 
26th, he showed us the Dow Jones Industrials, and even the equally-weighted Dow Jones Industrial 
Average, made new all-time highs. On December 26th, the New York Composite Index (NYSE) and the 
Russell 3000 (IWV) made all time highs. 

On the 29th, the NYSE Advance-Decline Line made a new all-time high. And it's not just the United States 
where markets are climbing. On January 1st JC wrote about the All Country World Index (ACWI) making a
new all-time high.

Even Dow Theory says this is a bull market. Ever since last April the Dow Jones Industrial Average (DJIA)
and the Dow Jones Transportation Average (DJTA) have been rising together.

The central principle of technical analysis is: Whatever price is doing now is what it is most likely to do 
next. It can be going up, down, or sideways, but the odds are that it's going to keep doing whatever it has 
been doing until something changes. 

Right now, the market as a whole is going up. There are parts that aren't. Energy (XLE) has been as flat 
as a prairie since 2022. Consumer Staples has been wilting since late 2024. So has real estate (XLRE) 
and Home Construction (ITB). That's why we use sector slope to keep our money in the strong side of the
SPX rather than just buying the whole index.

That's also why I spent almost half a year creating that big technicolor block chart on page 4. It shows 
which sectors are on the plus side of the SPX. It also shows the how each sector has been doing, every 
week,  for the last 3 months in comparison to the others.

Far more money  has been lost by investors  preparing for  corrections,  or trying to 
anticipate corrections, than has been lost in corrections themselves. — Peter Lynch

https://trendlabs.com/we-dont-have-bull-markets-without-financials/?vid2=346d403a611a7b10b622babcf681754ff2813febefa26a6bc808926871aebd2208744a20447e98f4eea2206afa826717&utm_campaign=2025-1223_Everybody%26%23x27%3Bs_Wrong_E-Letter_(Official)&utm_source=Iterable&itbl_templateId=21112765&itbl_campaignId=16224399&utm_medium=Email
https://trendlabs.com/the-calendar-reset-the-trends-didnt/?vid2=346d403a611a7b10b622babcf681754ff2813febefa26a6bc808926871aebd2208744a20447e98f4eea2206afa826717&utm_campaign=2026-0101_Everybody%26%23x27%3Bs_Wrong_E-Letter_(Official)_Green&utm_source=Iterable&itbl_templateId=21230072&itbl_campaignId=16315373&utm_medium=Email
https://trendlabs.com/the-midterm-scaries-are-here-the-bear-market-is-not/?vid2=346d403a611a7b10b622babcf681754ff2813febefa26a6bc808926871aebd2208744a20447e98f4eea2206afa826717&utm_campaign=2025-1229_Everybody%26%23x27%3Bs_Wrong_E-Letter_(Official)_Green&utm_source=Iterable&itbl_templateId=21181511&itbl_campaignId=16277375&utm_medium=Email
https://trendlabs.com/three-charts-that-ruin-the-bear-case/?vid2=346d403a611a7b10b622babcf681754ff2813febefa26a6bc808926871aebd2208744a20447e98f4eea2206afa826717&utm_campaign=2025-1228_Everybody%26%23x27%3Bs_Wrong_E-Letter_(Official)_Green&utm_source=Iterable&itbl_templateId=21171132&itbl_campaignId=16269395&utm_medium=Email
https://trendlabs.com/dow-highest-close-ever-again/?vid2=346d403a611a7b10b622babcf681754ff2813febefa26a6bc808926871aebd2208744a20447e98f4eea2206afa826717&utm_campaign=2025-1226_Everybody%26%23x27%3Bs_Wrong_E-Letter_(Official)_Green&utm_source=Iterable&itbl_templateId=21155345&itbl_campaignId=16256378&utm_medium=Email


Market Barometers 

 End of Year — All 5 major indexes are up both month-over-month and week-over week, so they all 
remain solid green. 

 Month-over-month:  DJIA: 1.0%, SPX: 0.1%, VTI: -0.1%, COMPQ: -0.9%, IWM: -0.3%

https://trendlinedynamics.com/market_barometer_charts/


A Closer Look

 Jan 2 — The SPX declined on Monday-Wednesday, then recovered a little on Friday, ending the week 
near $6858. BPSPX was essentially flat this week, but positive near 58%. NYAD confirmed price. So did 
SPXA50R and SPXA200R, but they are both positive at 59 and 60.

S&P Price   Bullish Percent   Advance-Decline Line   Stocks Above Averages 

https://schrts.co/bZZaWsmC
https://schrts.co/gezjPXRg
https://schrts.co/JPJcfWBg
https://schrts.co/SKYVjcgI


Bullish Universe ← Use this link to get to the live summary table

Bearish Universe ← Use this link to get to the live summary table

Inflation Universe ← Use this link to get to the live summary table

Auxiliary Universe ← Use this link to get to the live summary table

Dividend Universe       ← Use this link to get to the live summary table

 Jan 2 — The Relative Strength History table shows the sector with the highest slope at the top and the 
sector with the lowest slope at the bottom. The lower table shows the corresponding ETFs and their 
slopes for the current week.

 The top 9 sectors remained essentially the same. This is not unusual because some of the senior traders
take two weeks off at the end of the year, returning the Monday after New Years Day.

https://trendlinedynamics.com/stock_universe_charts/
https://trendlinedynamics.com/auxiliary_sector_charts/
https://trendlinedynamics.com/inflation_universe_charts/
https://trendlinedynamics.com/bonds_and_dividends_charts/
https://trendlinedynamics.com/core_universe_charts/


Sector Universe ← Use this link to get to the live summary table

 End of Year — The order of the sector ETF's and their synonyms in this SPX Sector Universe Summary 
table should match the order of the synonyms in the rightmost column of the Relative Strength History 
Table above. This table provides a quick look at sector MTA status, Relative-Strength, Chaikin Money 
Flow, the number of weeks since price made a New High and New Low, and the MACD Histogram score.

 MoM price changes for the top 5 sectors: XBI: -0.3%, GLD: 2.9%, SMH: 2.5%, XLV: 0.3%, IGM: -1.5%

 MoM price changes for the Mag 7 plus AVGO:  AAPL: -4.6%, AMZN: -2.5%, AVGO: -8.7%, GOOGL: 
-1.4%, META: 1.7%, MSFT: -1.0%, NFLX: -12.5%, TSLA: -1.9%

https://trendlinedynamics.com/spx_sector_charts/


This Week's Selections

End of Year (except as noted in individual entries)

 Last week my sector choices were:  GLD, IYT, SMH, XBI, XLV, BIL (50%).

Top Sector ETFs By Slope as of 31-Dec-2025

Symbol MTA ARI SSlope 8% Stop Close Position

XBI UP Up 7.31% $116.20 $121.93 Hold 10%

GLD UP Up 4.45% $383.40 $396.31 Hold 10%

SMH UP Up 4.21% $344.17 $360.13 Hold 10%

XLV UP Up 2.94% $146.07 $154.80 Hold 10%

IGM UP Up 2.06% $123.48 $129.16 no

IYT UP Up 1.99% $70.33 $74.51 Hold 10%

KBE UP Up 1.90% $57.77 $60.69 no

ITA UP Up 1.69% $202.58 $214.69 Watch +

XRT UP Up 1.60% $81.66 $85.29 no

PAVE UP Up 1.56% $45.77 $47.79 no

SPX UP Up 1.49% $6377.49 $6845.50 INDEX

XLC UP Up 1.23% $109.86 $117.72 no
Legend: Up: ↑, Down: ↓, Flat/Stable: —

Note

 SMH manual stop is still $344.17 while the 8% stop is still below that at $336.59.

Analysis

 XBI has spent about 80% of the last 25 days closing between $120 and $125 and many of the basic 
charts are negative, but the medium and long-term charts remain up.    GLD declined but found support 
near $400.    SMH has spent most of its time between $340 and $375 for the last 3 months. It ended 
Friday at $373.30, which is close to a new high.    XLV has been flirting with $155 for the last 13 days.    
IGM has spent almost all its time between $125 and $135 since late September.   IYT has been above 
$75 for most of the last 21 days. It closed at $75.32 on Friday. Despite a decline for the last couple of 
weeks, its RSI bounced up off 50 on Friday, which is usually a reliable positive sign.   

 KBE has been in a decline since the second week in December.    ITA closed at $221.80 on Friday, up 
3.35% on the day on strong volume. That makes a 990 week high. If there's follow through next week, 
this will be a buy.    XRT has been in a decline since Dec 11th.     PAVE made a run at $50, then fell back, 
but seems to have found support near $48 and ended Friday at $48.85.    SPX spent about 20 out of the 
last 25 days between $6800 and $6900.    XLC — KB, ATS, RSI and MACD all say this has been 
climbing since the end of December..   

            –            –            –            –            –            –            –            –            –            –            –

Thoughts and Decisions

 I'm going to watch ITA to see if Friday's big up day was the start of a new leg up.

 My sector choices this week are still: GLD, IYT, SMH, XBI, XLV, BIL (50%). 
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https://trendlinedynamics.com/spx_sector_charts/XLC.html?1
https://trendlinedynamics.com/core_universe_charts/SPX.html?F=3
https://trendlinedynamics.com/spx_sector_charts/PAVE.html?1
https://trendlinedynamics.com/spx_sector_charts/XRT.html?1
https://trendlinedynamics.com/spx_sector_charts/ITA.html?1
https://trendlinedynamics.com/spx_sector_charts/KBE.html?1
https://trendlinedynamics.com/spx_sector_charts/IYT.html?1
https://trendlinedynamics.com/spx_sector_charts/IGM.html?1
https://trendlinedynamics.com/spx_sector_charts/XLV.html?1
https://trendlinedynamics.com/spx_sector_charts/SMH.html?1
https://trendlinedynamics.com/spx_sector_charts/GLD.html?F=3
https://trendlinedynamics.com/spx_sector_charts/XBI.html?1


New Highs and New Lows

End of Year — There were 6 all-time highs this week with 3 more long-time highs, and there were no all-
time lows.


